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Dr. Jagadish Shukla 

Dr. Jagadish Shukla is a Distinguished University Professor and Managing Director of the 
Center for Ocean-Land-Atmosphere Studies (COLA) at George Mason University (GMU). He is 
the Founding Chairman of the Department of Atmospheric, Oceanic and Earth Sciences, and 
Founding Director of the Climate Dynamics Ph.D. program at GMU which has produced more 
than 50 Ph.Ds. He received his Ph.D. from Banaras Hindu University in India, and Sc.D. from 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

He has helped establish research institutions in the US, India, Italy, Brazil and Korea. He 
represented both GMU and India at the Paris Climate Meeting in 2015. 

Shukla’s scientific contributions include studies of monsoons, deforestation, and predictability of 
weather and climate. His research led to the notion of Predictability in the Midst of Chaos, which 
established a scientific basis for prediction of short-term climate variations. He is the 
author/coauthor of over 250 scientific papers and Ph.D. thesis advisor for more than 25 
students. 

He has received the Walker Gold Medal of the India Meteorological Society, the Exceptional 
Scientific Achievement Medal of NASA, the Rossby Medal of the American Meteorological 
Society, and the International Meteorological Prize of the World Meteorological Organization, 
considered to be the highest medals and prizes in India, USA, and the world respectively in the 
field of weather and climate. He was a lead author of the IPCC report which shared the Nobel 
Peace Prize of 2007 with former Vice President Al Gore.  

He was a member of Climate Commissions of two governors of Virginia. He was a member of 
the Indian Prime Minister’s Council on Climate Change. He has received one of the national 
awards, the Padma Shri, from the President of India. 

He and his wife Anastasia founded Gandhi College in the village of his birth in India which has 
about 1000 students for the education and empowerment of women. 

 

http://cola.gmu.edu/
https://science.gmu.edu/academics/departments-units/atmospheric-oceanic-earth-sciences
https://science.gmu.edu/academics/departments-units/atmospheric-oceanic-earth-sciences/graduate-programs/more-about-2/what

