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Mrs. Sara Chaves Beam 

Mrs. Sara Chaves Beam is Instructor, Marine and Environmental Sciences at the 
Chesapeake Bay Governor's School (CBGS)  for Marine and Environmental Science - 
Glenns Campus where she has been on the faculty since 2007. The school provides a 
community of learners the opportunity to explore connections among the environment, math, 
science, and technology. In addition, CBGS develops leaders who possess the research and 
technical skills, global perspective, and vision needed to address the challenges of a rapidly 
changing society. CBGS provides high-ability and gifted students with a rigorous curriculum 
through enrichment, exploratory, investigative, and career awareness experiences. Through 
the integration of math, science, technology, and research, woven with marine and 
environmental sciences, students can foster an appreciation and respect for environmental 
issues. In addition, students may earn dual enrollment credits for each course through an 
affiliated community college. 

Mrs. Beam has been teaching marine and environmental science for over 25 years, with 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation, the Barrier Island Environmental Education Center, and the 
University of Maine. Mrs. Beam has swum with sea lions in the Galapagos, seen blue 
whales in the Gulf Stream, and climbed to the summit of Mt. Kenya in east Africa twice. She 
brings this diverse outdoor and educational experience to CBGS, where she teaches 
Foundations of Science and Marine & Environmental Science I & II. She believes that 
pairing classroom work with field studies allows educators “to give context and reality to 
classroom learning and add sensory understanding to the science we are learning”. The fun 
memories students and teachers alike make on these trips also helps to solidify concepts. 
She is looking forward to making more memories with CBGS students and adding them to 
the CBGS family. “I have two children of my own, but my CBGS family is always growing!” 
she says. She attended the University of Virginia where she earned an Environmental 
Science- B.A. and the University of Maine where she earned an M.S. in Oceanography. 
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