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Ms. Karen Cowe is an education-industry executive with over 30 years of experience in
sales and fund development, marketing, program design, professional learning, business
development, and operations.

She is currently the CEO of Ten Strands, a California-based nonprofit focused on
strengthening the partnerships and strategies that will bring environmental literacy to all of
California’s public school K-12 students.

Prior to joining Ten Strands, she was President and CEO of Key Curriculum Press, an
innovative and award-winning K-12 STEM publisher. Before that she was Managing Director
of Burlington Books in Athens, Greece—the first publisher in Greece to offer locally-focused
English language instructional materials for Greek students.

Ms. Cowe serves on the boards of Cognia and Open Up Resources and on the advisory
boards of the Biomimicry Institute and Seventh Generation Advisors. She holds a bachelor’s
degree in business and a minor in Education from Saint John’s College, York and a Master
of Business Administration from Saint Mary’s College, California.


https://tenstrands.org/

